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Braskem is the Americas’ top thermoplastic resins producer. With 36 industrial plants spread 

across Brazil, United States and Germany, the company produces over 16 million tons of 

thermoplastic resins and other petrochemicals per year. Braskem has a clear strategy for 

investing in R&D of renewable based chemical technologies as alternatives to complement its 

current portfolio. Braskem is the world’s leading biopolymers producer with its 200,000 tons 

Green PE plant that produces polyethylene from sugarcane-based ethanol. Going forward into 

other markets, Braskem designed a renewable rubber platform. The company has signed an 

agreement for the joint development of butadiene with Genomatica (2013) and isoprene with 

Amyris and Michelin (2014).  

 

Braskem wants to accelerate innovation through partnerships with R&D companies, which could 

aggregate advanced technologies to support its strategy. To support its partners, Braskem has 

invested in one of the most advanced laboratories in South America, a 7000 ft
2
 facility in 

Campinas (Brazil) with a multidisciplinary team in a variety of areas, including microbiology, 

chemical engineering, bioinformatics, fermentation and downstream processes. Braskem 

infrastructure to support partners also includes 7 pilot plants, a Polymer Science R&D center in 

Pittsburgh (USA), a Catalysis R&D Center in Triunfo (Brazil) and a Process Engineering R&D 

Center in Santo André (Brazil). The research programs seek not only to find alternatives that are 

based on renewable feedstocks, but also develop routes that are competitive in terms of 

production cost. Three main drivers are behind this initiative:  

(i) strategic position – Brazil has a renewable energy matrix and is the largest sugar 

exporter with the lowest sugar production costs;  

(ii) technology maturity  - new renewable technologies are coming into market with 

the potential to be cost competitive with other petrochemical solutions. Those 

technologies can consolidate several chemical unit operations by using biological 

catalysis;  

(iii) renewable products could be an efficient tool to enter new markets or differentiate 

existing ones.  

 

Braskem reaffirms its commitment to invest in the research of producing chemicals from 

renewable feedstocks, effectively strengthening its leadership in biotechnology and renewable 

chemicals. Braskem vision is to be world leader in sustainable chemistry, innovating to better 

serve people. 

 


